
FROM FR. CHRIS ALIMAJI‟S DESK  

Reflections on the Christian Passover Celebration 
 
Fourth Sunday of Lent, Year C, without the Scrutiny. Scripture Readings are Joshua 5:9a, 10-12; 2 Corinthians 5:17-
21; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32; and Psalm 34 for our praise song.  
 
Over the past few years I have given reflections on the Scrutiny, for the fact that we had RCIA candidates for the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults into the Church. Parishes and Christian communities who have no candidates for 
initiation have the option to choose between the double Mass Readings offered, Lectionaries 31 and 33 Readings. 
The Scrutiny takes place in three Sundays, Third to the Fifth Sunday of Lent. I am taking time to explain why these 
double readings for the sake of those who might get confused, or have difficulty in the Sunday Readings of the three 
weekends. The Gospel today features the popular Parable of the Prodigal Son. This parable, as the Bible editors 
name it, most often eclipses the mercy and forgiveness of the „Prodigal Father‟. Today, let us reflect on the Prodigal 
Father too. After that, we focus on the Christian Passover celebration which matters most as the climax of the whole 
episode. Remember, the story is only a parable.  
 
The celebration of the Passover is a remarkable feast among the Jews. It is the mark of their liberation from slavery 
or captivity in Egypt, the reproach. The Passover signals their freedom and self-determination. Stay with me as we 
reflect! Manna was the food that sustained the Israelites as they wondered about in the desert. On eating of the 
produce of the promised land on the plains of Jericho, the Manna ceased. The Jews continued the Passover feast. 
What celebration in your culture or in Christian culture can you liken to the Passover feast? How do you celebrate it? 
Two and half years ago we were on pilgrimage to the Holy Land and also had meal in Jericho. What food is 
sustaining the Christians in the desert of our lives on earth? How do you prepare for it so that it gives you life and not 
death? St. Paul talked about some people who eat the Eucharist for their own destruction – death. So, how do you 
prepare yourself to receive the Holy Eucharist worthily? After the Lenten Revival or Retreat, what do you gain? Do 
you purify yourself by confession of sins to receive the Eucharist worthily, our Christian Manna? What were you 
taught in catechism or CCE? Are you still practicing regular confession or have you become lapsed, or relaxed, overcome by 
the chores of this world? “I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him, „Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
against you.‟” (Lk 15:18). Be reconciled with God! 
 
Think of the meaning of 2 Cr. 5:17-21, our second Reading. In Christ, we are a new creation. In this new creation, you must 
follow the precepts of Christ to have new life. St. Paul admonishes us that we are caught unpin the ministry of reconciliation with 
God through Christ. In doing so, we too become ambassadors for Christ. God is appealing through us, you and me, to reconcile 
the world to him. In doing so, we become the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus. Before we can reconcile the world to God, 
we too must first be reconciled with God, for one cannot truly give what one does not have. So then I ask, are you prepared to 
take full part, full responsibility in this Christ‟s or Christian business and apostolate? Whom can you respond to with extravagant 
forgiveness as you reflect on the parable of the Prodigal Son and Prodigal Father? 
 
In the parable, none of the two sons understands his father. Family relationship is not like a transactional business. The father is 
even more prodigal with his love and forgiveness. Every returning son or daughter brings God great rejoicing which calls for 
great and lavish celebration. Such is what our repentance would bring to God and the whole family is called to celebrate lavishly, 
if you like. When young people 18 – 21 leave home, they often end up like the prodigal son, demanding their „Share of the WILL‟ 
- an abomination in some cultures, for asking as if the parent is already dead. Why not this season you become that returning 
son or daughter that brings great rejoicing to God our father? You can become a forgiving brother or sister to your siblings, 
cousins, and relatives. God gives us spiritual gifts and sometimes we lavish them. He gives us opportunities, talents or what 
have you! What do we do with them? You do not want God to give you all you have in vain. How does your effort convert people 
to God? Are you ready to become a new creature for Christ beginning this Lent? Make a Lenten resolution. What will you be 
doing? How will you be doing it (them)? Action is required – pray about it! The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is a celebration and 
feast, a festival for all the redeemed. Whenever we do it, we celebrate the new and everlasting Passover in memory of Christ. 
Those who have reconciled with God are invited to the Eucharistic table of plenty. To God be the glory! Amen. 


